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PROPOSED STATE STANDARD, 
TITLE 8, DIVISION 1, CHAPTER 4 

 
Amend Section 4999 to read: 
 
 
§4999. Handling Loads.   
 
(a) The qualified person (rigger) shall be trained and capable of safely performing the rigging 
operation.  Loads shall be rigged by a qualified person (rigger) or by a trainee under the 
supervision of a qualified person (rigger). 

(a)(b) Size of Load. A crane, derrick, or hoist shall not be loaded beyond the rated capacity or 
safe working load whichever is smaller, except for test purposes. In all operations where the 
weight of the load being handled is unknown and may approach the rated capacity, there shall be 
a qualified person (rigger) assigned to determine the magnitude of the load, unless the crane or 
derrick is equipped with a load weighing device. The operator shall not make any lift under these 
conditions until informed of such weight by the qualified person (rigger) assigned to that 
operation. 
 
(b)(c) Attaching the Load. 

(1) The load shall be attached to the hook by means of slings or other suitable and effective 
means which shall be properly rigged to insure the safe handling of the load.  

NOTE:  For additional rigging requirements pertaining to erection of structures, refer to 
Construction Safety Orders, Section 1710(d).  For signal requirements, refer to Section 5001 of 
these Orders. 

(2) Slings shall be freed of kinks or twists before use.  Slings shall comply with the requirements 
of Article 101 of these Orders. 

(3) Baskets, tubs, skips, or similar containers used for hoisting bulk materials shall be loaded so 
as not to exceed their safe carrying capacity.  

(4) The hoist rope shall not be wrapped around the load. 

(c)(d) Moving the Load. The individual directing the lift shall see that:  

(1) The crane is properly leveled for the work being performed and blocked, where necessary;  
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PROPOSED STATE STANDARD, 
TITLE 8, DIVISION 1, CHAPTER 4 

Amend Section 4999 to read (continued): 
 

(2) The load is well secured and properly balanced in the sling or lifting device before it is lifted 
more than a few inches;  

(3) Ropes shall not be handled on a winch head without the knowledge of the operator.  

     While a winch head is being used, the operator shall be within convenient reach of the power 
unit control lever.;   

(d)(e) Before Starting to Hoist:  

(1) The hoist rope shall not be kinked.  

(2) Multiple part lines shall not be twisted around each other.  

(3) The hook shall be positioned over the load in such a manner as to prevent swinging of the 
load when lifted.  

(4) If there is a slack rope condition, the rope shall be properly seated on the drum and in the 
sheaves.  

(e)(f) During Hoisting:  

(1) There shall be no sudden acceleration or deceleration of the moving load.  

(2) Inadvertent contact with obstructions shall be prevented.  

(f)(g) Side Loading. Side loading of booms shall be limited to freely suspended loads, and booms 
shall not be used for dragging loads sideways unless the boom is specifically designed and 
constructed to withstand such side loading.  

(g)(h) Loads shall not be released or detached from a crane or other hoisting apparatus until the 
qualified person (rigger) detaching the load has verified that the load has been secured or 
supported to prevent inadvertent movement.  
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PROPOSED STATE STANDARD, 
TITLE 8, DIVISION 1, CHAPTER 4 

Amend Section 4999 to read (continued): 

 
(h)(i) Holding the Load.  

(1) When a load of any kind is to be suspended for any considerable time, the drum holding 
mechanism shall be used in addition to the brake which shall also be applied.  

(2) Cranes, hoists, or derricks shall not be left unattended while the load is suspended unless the 
load is suspended over water, a barricaded area, or is blocked up or otherwise supported from 
below during repairs or emergency.  

(i) (j) Where a rotating crane is positioned to operate in areas where persons may be caught 
between rotating parts of the crane and outside obstructions or parts of rotating machine deck 
and nonrotating parts of crane, those danger areas shall be barricaded or other positive means 
shall be taken to prevent traffic and workers, except the operator from entering such areas while 
the crane is operating.  

(j) (k) On truck mounted cranes, no loads shall be lifted over the front area except as approved 
by the certified agency.  
 

NOTE: Authority cited: Section 142.3, Labor Code. Reference: Section 142.3, Labor Code. 
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